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Market overview
CHAPTER 01



Description: This statistic shows the annual growth rate of the global cosmetics market from 2004 to 2022. In 2022, the global cosmetics market grew by an estimated six percent compared to the previous sales year. Read more
Note(s): Worldwide; * L'Oréal estimates of worldwide cosmetics market based on net manufacturer prices excluding soap, toothpaste, razors and blades. Excluding currency fluctuations. Read more
Source(s): L’Oréal 
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Annual growth of the global cosmetics market from 2004 to 2022
Growth rate of the global cosmetics market 2004-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/297070/growth-rate-of-the-global-cosmetics-market
http://www.statista.com/statistics/297070/growth-rate-of-the-global-cosmetics-market


Description: In 2022, the market size of the cosmetics industry in South Korea amounted to around five trillion South Korean won. Figures saw a marked drop from 2019, and again in 2022. As K-beauty products gained global popularity, the production and exports of 
Korean cosmetic products had significantly grown from 2014 to 2022. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2014 to 2022
Source(s): MFDS (South Korea) 
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Market size of cosmetics industry in South Korea from 2014 to 2022 (in 
trillion South Korean won)
Cosmetics industry market size South Korea 2014-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/709874/south-korea-cosmetics-market-size


Description: In 2022, the production value of cosmetics in South Korea amounted to around 13.59 trillion South Korean won. That year, the market size of the South Korean cosmetics industry stood at about five trillion South Korean won. The production of Korean 
cosmetic products started declining in 2020 after previously showing significant growth. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2014 to 2022
Source(s): MFDS (South Korea) 
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Production value of cosmetics in South Korea from 2014 to 2022 (in trillion 
South Korean won)
Cosmetics production value South Korea 2014-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/710003/south-korea-cosmetics-production-value


Description: Cosmetic exports from South Korea have greatly increased in recent years and amounted to around 10.28 trillion South Korean won (about 7.95 billion U.S. dollars according to the source) as of 2022. Thanks to the global popularity of K-beauty, both the 
production and exports of South Korean cosmetics have grown. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2014 to 2022
Source(s): MFDS (South Korea) 
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Value of cosmetics exported from South Korea from 2014 to 2022 (in 
trillion South Korean won)
Cosmetics export value South Korea 2014-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/781147/south-korea-cosmetics-export-value


Description: In 2022, the value of cosmetics imported into South Korea amounted to around 1.71 trillion South Korean won (about 1.33 billion U.S. dollars according to source). That year, the market size of the South Korean cosmetics industry stood at approximately 
five trillion South Korean won. In recent years, the production and exports of South Korean cosmetics have grown greatly thanks to the global popularity of K-beauty. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2014 to 2022
Source(s): MFDS (South Korea) 
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Value of cosmetics imported into South Korea from 2014 to 2022 (in 
trillion South Korean won)
Cosmetics import value South Korea 2014-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/781155/south-korea-cosmetics-import-value


Production
CHAPTER 02



Description: In 2019, skincare products accounted for around 60.3 percent in the total cosmetics production value in South Korea. It was followed by color makeup products and hair products, with about 13.1 percent and 11.6 percent respectively. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2019
Source(s): KHIDI; Korea Cosmetic Association 

Skincare

Color makeup

Hair products

Bath and shower

Eye makeup

Hair coloring

Others

60.3%

13.1%

11.6%

9.7%

1.8%

1.8%

3.5%

Share of total production

9

Distribution of cosmetics production value in South Korea in 2019, by 
category
Distribution of cosmetics production value South Korea 2019, by category

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1176566/south-korea-cosmetics-production-value-by-category


Description: In 2019, around 3.69 trillion South Korean won worth of lotion and cream products was produced in South Korea. It was followed by skin and toner products with a production value of 1.8 trillion South Korean won. The production value of skincare 
products in the country has steadily increased during the past five years with an average growth rate of 12.6 percent. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2019
Source(s): KHIDI; Korea Cosmetic Association 
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Production value of skincare cosmetics in South Korea in 2019, by product 
type (in billion South Korean won)
Skincare cosmetics production value South Korea 2019, by type

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1207706/south-korea-skincare-cosmetics-production-by-type


Description: In 2019, the production value of face lotions and creams in South Korea amounted to around 3.69 trillion South Korean won. The production of face lotions and creams in the country showed an average growth rate of 12.6 percent during the past five 
years. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2014 to 2019
Source(s): KHIDI; Korea Cosmetic Association 
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Production value of face lotions and creams in South Korea from 2014 to 
2019 (in billion South Korean won)
Face lotion and cream production value in South Korea 2014-2019

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1207820/south-korea-face-lotion-cream-production-value


Description: In 2019, the production value of face essence and oil in South Korea amounted to around 1.7 trillion South Korean won. The production of face essence and oil in the country showed an average growth rate of 9.4 percent during the past five years. Read 
more
Note(s): South Korea; 2014 to 2019
Source(s): KHIDI; Korea Cosmetic Association 
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Production value of face essence and oil in South Korea from 2014 to 2019 
(in billion South Korean won)
Face essence and oil production value in South Korea 2014-2019

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1207825/south-korea-face-essence-oil-production-value
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1207825/south-korea-face-essence-oil-production-value


Description: In 2019, the production value of face skin and toner in South Korea amounted to around 1.8 trillion South Korean won. The production of face skin and toner in the country showed an average growth rate of 18.7 percent during the past five years. Read 
more
Note(s): South Korea; 2014 to 2019
Source(s): KHIDI; Korea Cosmetic Association 
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Production value of face skin and toner in South Korea from 2014 to 2019 
(in billion South Korean won)
Face skin and toner production value in South Korea 2014-2019

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1207828/south-korea-face-skin-toner-production-value
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1207828/south-korea-face-skin-toner-production-value


Description: In 2019, the production value of eye care cosmetics in South Korea amounted to around 276.87 billion South Korean won. The production of eye care cosmetics in the country showed an average rate of decline of around 3.9 percent over the past five 
years. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2014 to 2019
Source(s): KHIDI; Korea Cosmetic Association 
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Production value of eye care cosmetics in South Korea from 2014 to 2019 
(in billion South Korean won)
Eye care cosmetics production value in South Korea 2014-2019

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1207835/south-korea-eye-care-cosmetics-production-value


International trade
CHAPTER 03



Description: In 2022, the value of skin care cosmetics exported from South Korea amounted to around 3.65 billion U.S. dollars. During the last decade, exports of skin care cosmetics from South Korea showed a steady growth before suddenly dropping in 2022. Read 
more
Note(s): South Korea; 2011 to 2022; HS code: 3304991000
Source(s): Korea International Trade Association 
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Value of skin care cosmetics exported from South Korea from 2011 to 
2022 (in billion U.S. dollars)
Skin care cosmetics export value South Korea 2011-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1207777/south-korea-skin-care-cosmetics-export-value
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1207777/south-korea-skin-care-cosmetics-export-value


Description: In 2022, the value of skin care cosmetics imported to South Korea amounted to around 517.5 million U.S. dollars. Imports of skin care cosmetics had risen in 2021 after three consecutive years of decreasing but plummeted in 2022 again. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2011 to 2022; HS code: 3304991000
Source(s): Korea International Trade Association 
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Value of skin care cosmetics imported to South Korea from 2011 to 2022 
(in million U.S. dollars)
Skin care cosmetics import value South Korea 2011-2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1207801/south-korea-skin-care-cosmetics-import-value


Description: In 2023, China was the leading destination of skin care cosmetics exported from South Korea. The export value of skincare cosmetics from South Korea to China amounted to around 1.46 billion U.S. dollars. It was followed by the U.S. and Hong Kong with 
around 554 million U.S. dollars and 342 U.S. dollars worth of skin care exports respectively. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2023; HS code: 3304991000
Source(s): Korea International Trade Association 
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Value of skin care cosmetics exported from South Korea in 2023, by 
country of destination (in million U.S. dollars)
Skin care cosmetics export value South Korea 2023, by country

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1207804/south-korea-skin-care-cosmetics-export-value-by-country


Description: In 2023, France was the leading origin of skin care cosmetics imported to South Korea. The import value of skincare cosmetics from France to South Korea amounted around 146.43 million U.S. dollars. It was followed by the U.S. with about 128 million U.S. 
dollars. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2023; HS code: 3304991000
Source(s): Korea International Trade Association 
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Value of skin care cosmetics imported to South Korea in 2023, by country 
of origin (in million U.S. dollars)
Skin care cosmetics import value South Korea 2023, by country

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1207813/south-korea-skin-care-cosmetics-import-value-by-country


Facial mask market
CHAPTER 04



Description: The mask pack market in South Korea in 2021 was worth approximately 1.8 trillion South Korean won. The market has continuously grown, as mask packs have become somewhat of a basic skin care item for South Korean skin care users, as well as 
gaining overseas popularity. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2018 to 2020; * Estimate. 1,000 South Korean won equals 0.83 U.S. dollars or 0.74 euros as of February 2022. Figures have been rounded. Figures have been translated from Korean. Read more
Source(s): Hankyung; KDATA; Ministry of SMEs and Startups 
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Size of the mask pack market in South Korea from 2018 to 2020 (in trillion 
South Korean won)
Mask pack market size in South Korea 2018-2020

http://www.statista.com/statistics/757197/south-korea-mask-pack-market-size
http://www.statista.com/statistics/757197/south-korea-mask-pack-market-size


Description: In 2019, the production value of pack products including facial masks in South Korea amounted to around 1.51 trillion South Korean won. The production of face pack products in the country showed an average growth rate of 13.1 percent during the past 
five years. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; 2014 to 2019
Source(s): KHIDI; Korea Cosmetic Association 
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Production value of face packs and masks in South Korea from 2014 to 
2019 (in billion South Korean won)
Face packs and masks production value in South Korea 2014-2019

http://www.statista.com/statistics/756958/south-korea-face-pack-and-mask-production-value


Description: According to a survey conducted in South Korea in 2020, one-third of the respondents stated that they preferred using a sheet type of facial mask. It was followed by a gel type and a non-wash type. Using a face pack at home was the most preferred 
method of skincare. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; September 10 to 13, 2020; 3,565 respondents
Source(s): Carver Korea 
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Preferred type of skincare facial masks in South Korea as of September 
2020
Face pack type preference South Korea 2020

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1208462/south-korea-face-pack-type-preference


Description: According to a survey conducted in South Korea in 2020, about 63.8 percent of the respondents stated that they purchased facial masks at drugstores. In South Korea, OliveYoung is the leading drugstore brand in terms of the number of stores nationwide. 
Also, using a face pack at home was the most preferred method of skincare. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; September 10 to 13, 2020; 3,565 respondents
Source(s): Carver Korea 
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Purchase channel for skincare facial masks in South Korea as of 
September 2020
Face pack purchase channel South Korea 2020

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1208467/south-korea-face-pack-purchase-channel


Description: According to a survey conducted in South Korea in 2020, over 55 percent of the respondents answered that they would pay up to 2,000 South Korean won for a non-premium sheet mask. The sheet mask was the most preferred type of face pack according 
to the same survey. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; September 10 to 13, 2020; 3,565 respondents
Source(s): Carver Korea 
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Acceptable price ranges for non-premium facial sheet mask in South 
Korea as of September 2020 (in South Korean won)
Sheet mask acceptable price range South Korea 2020

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1208473/south-korea-sheet-mask-acceptable-price-range


Skincare and COVID-19
CHAPTER 05



Description: Impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, sales of lipstick and foundation decreased by 21 percent and 18 percent each as of March 2020 compared to the same period in the previous year. While color makeup products saw a big sales decrease, overall sales 
of skincare products experienced a growth. Especially, face moisturizing products such as essence, serum, and oil were purchased 126 percent more than a year ago. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; February 23 to March 23, 2020; based on sales figures at Gmarket
Source(s): G-Market; JoongAng Ilbo (The Central Times) 
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Year-on-year (YoY) change of cosmetics sales due to coronavirus (COVID-
19) in South Korea as of March 2020
YoY change of cosmetics sales amid the COVID-19 pandemic South Korea 2020

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1207916/south-korea-cosmetics-sales-change-covid19


Description: According to a survey conducted in South Korea in 2020, around 62 percent of the respondents answered that constant skin care at home is needed for their beauty care during the COVID-19 pandemic. Also, more than half of the respondents showed 
increased interest in skincare over makeup. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; September 10 to 13, 2020; 3,565 respondents
Source(s): Carver Korea 
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Change in perception on beauty care due to coronavirus (COVID-19) in 
South Korea as of September 2020
Perception on beauty care amid the COVID-19 pandemic South Korea 2020

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1208334/south-korea-perception-on-beauty-care-covid19


Description: According to a survey conducted in South Korea in 2020, around 76.1 percent of the respondents answered that they did self skincare at home as a method of skincare during the COVID-19 pandemic. Also, about 37.9 percent of the respondents stated 
that they took beauty supplements. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; September 10 to 13, 2020; 3,565 respondents
Source(s): Carver Korea 
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Skin care methods amid the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic in South 
Korea as of September 2020
Skincare methods amid the COVID-19 pandemic South Korea 2020

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1208383/south-korea-skincare-methods-covid19


Description: According to a survey conducted in South Korea in 2020, around 45 percent of the respondents answered that the frequency of using facial masks as a method of skincare increased during the COVID-19 pandemic. Using a face pack at home was the most 
preferred method of skincare. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; September 10 to 13, 2020; 3,565 respondents
Source(s): Carver Korea 
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Usage of skincare facial masks amid the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic 
in South Korea as of September 2020
Face pack usage amid the COVID-19 pandemic South Korea 2020

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1208446/south-korea-face-pack-usage-covid19


Consumer behavior
CHAPTER 06



Description: According to a survey conducted by Opensurvey among South Korean women on what skin products they used in 2022, over 91 percent of respondents reported to use skin or toner products. Creams followed, with close to 80 percent of respondents 
stating to use those. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; January 3 to 5, 2022; 1,500 female respondents; 20-49 years
Source(s): Opensurvey 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Skin/toner

Cream

Essence/serum/ampoule

Lotion/emulsion

Maskpack

Eye care

Mist

Moisture/Toner pad

Face oil

Spot care

Boosting essence

Others

91.3%

79.4%

72.5%

67.3%

60%

45.9%

39.7%

32%

20.7%

15.3%

12.7%

0.3%

Share of respondents

32

Skin care products used by female consumers in South Korea in 2022
Skin care products usage among women in South Korea 2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/971971/south-korea-skin-care-products-in-use


Description: According to a survey conducted by Opensurvey among South Korean women on the most popular method of skin care routine in 2022, around 86.6 percent of respondents stated that they used based cosmetics at home. Consuming nutritional 
supplements or foods good for healthy skin were other popular methods for at home skin care routine. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; January 3 to 5, 2022; 1,500 female respondents; 20-49 years
Source(s): Opensurvey 
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Popular methods for skin care routine among women in South Korea in 
2022
Most popular skin care routine among women South Korea 2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/972080/south-korea-skin-care-routine


Description: According to a survey conducted by Opensurvey among South Korean women on the most popular functions of skin care, around 82.8 percent of respondents reported that they use hydrating products. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; January 8 to 11, 2021; 1,500 female respondents; 20-49 years
Source(s): Opensurvey 
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Most popular functions of skin care products used by female consumers 
in South Korea in 2021
Skin care functions usage among women in South Korea 2021

http://www.statista.com/statistics/971990/south-korea-functions-of-skin-care-products-in-use


Description: According to a survey conducted by Opensurvey among South Korean women on where they shopped for skincare offline in 2022, around 45.5 percent answered to purchase them in H&B stores. Overall, online shopping for skin care was more popular 
than shopping in brick-and-mortar stores. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; January 3 to 5, 2022; 1,455 female respondents; 20-49 years; users of skin care and beauty products
Source(s): Opensurvey 
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Leading offline channels where women shop for skincare cosmetics in 
South Korea in 2022
Offline channels where women shop skincare cosmetics in South Korea 2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/992317/south-korea-women-shop-skincare-cosmetics-offline


Description: According to a survey conducted by Opensurvey among South Korean women on where they shopped for skincare cosmetics online in 2022, around 43.3 percent of respondents stated that they shop for cosmetics using open markets. Naver shopping 
was the second most popular chopping channel, with around 35.4 percent of respondents naming it as their shopping channel. Read more
Note(s): South Korea; January 3 to 5, 2022; 1,455 female respondents; 20-49 years; users of skin care and beauty products
Source(s): Opensurvey 
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Leading online places where women shop for skincare cosmetics in South 
Korea in 2022
Online places women shop skincare cosmetics in South Korea 2022

http://www.statista.com/statistics/992339/south-korea-women-shop-skincare-cosmetics-online
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